Eight pairs of experiments showed a consistent increase in oxygen consumption after tipping the cocci, variable changes in the Ringer controls. The rise began at once, reached a maximum value twice that at the start in about 15 minutes, and was over in 90 to 150 minutes.
Smears showed that the leucocytes were well loaded with organisms.
The data are summarized in table 1 and a single protocol is reproduced in table 2.
It will be noted that the main burst of extra respiration lasts for 10 to 15 minutes, the maintained level being relatively little above the control, in individual cases below it. These may represent, respectively, the excess energy liberation of engulfment and digestion.
Experiments with diluted india ink yielded negative results, the material appearing in several instances to be distinctly injurious.
